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Minutes of Discussion Section During Web Conference
Monday, June 22, 2026, 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM



In Attendance: Lionel Kernerman (TWEPI), Sumer Yalda (County of Essex), Allison
Miller (City of London), Hildegard Snelgrove (Tourism Hamilton), Susan Cook-Scheerer
(Explore Waterloo Region), Karen Mitchell (RTO4), Sonya De Vellis (City of Toronto),
Kristyn Chambers and Lisa MacKenzie (Durham Region), Travis Maclver (Tourism
Simcoe County), Emma Hartog (Peterborough County), Angela Johnson
(Northumberland County), Julia Cosentino (Ottawa Tourism), Blaire Sylvester (Norfolk
County), Eric Casper (Haliburton Highlands), Laurie McCarthy (Kawartha Lakes),
Heather Vasey. (Wellington County), Maya Mielonen (Manitoulin Island Cycling
Advocates/MICA), Ally Drombolis (Tourism Thunder Bay), Mike Wozny (Destination
Northern Ontario/DNO), Caitlin Vernon (Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Gaming), Lisa McPherson (Destination Ontario), Justin Lafontaine (Destination Ontario),
David Meyer (Waterfront Regeneration Trust)

Ontario By Bike/Transportation Options: Louisa Mursell (Meeting Chair), Jess Cole
(Meeting Admin)

Note: Regional Tourism Organization (RTO) number is used to reference geographic
location, unless otherwise is stated. For more information on these geographical
boundaries visit: www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/regions/regions.shtml

For a link to meeting minutes, recording and slides plus additional information on past
meetings and the partnership visit: www.transportationoptions.org/obbip



http://www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/regions/regions.shtml
http://www.transportationoptions.org/obbip
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Regional Updates

Destination Northern Ontario
e 6+ drive/ride itineraries along Sault Ste. Marie to Thunder Bay Lake Superior route; 27
maps; Japanese tour operator (Fellow Travel Inc.) expressed strong interest in Northern
Ontario cycling tour after Rendezvous Canada

Tourism Thunder Bay
e Hosting Sleeping Giant Xterra in August and the Shuniah 40 Miler later in summer.

Ottawa Tourism
e 200th anniversary programming is driving a busy summer; lots of cycling activity; Julia is
going on mat leave Friday.

Kawartha Lakes Tourism
e Held recent Ontario by Bike webinar; preparing for the Aug. 29 Kawartha Lakes Classic
Cycling Tour; ongoing trail work.

SDG Tourism
e Participating in the Destination Canada Ontario/Quebec Cycling Corridor project. On
June 23, Cornwall and SDG Counties are hosting a cycle workshop to review part of the
corridor route and gather feedback on accessibility, wayfinding, and tourism experience.
The day includes riding Cornwall’s Riverside Trail and the Waterfront Trail from Upper
Canada Village to the Long Sault Parkway as part of laying groundwork for the corridor.
(Partner provided updates by email.)

Tourism Simcoe County
e Strong growth in map requests (1000+) celebrating 10 years of the Loop Trail; e-bike
charging pilot launched; Barrie—Collingwood trail extension opened; visitor data pilot
underway.

Durham Region
e Wayfinding signage installed for Brock, Scugog, Uxbridge loops; Clarington audit just
completed; advertising into Quebec, US border states (NY, MI, OH, PA); June bike
month contest: visit 3 Ontario by Bike locations to win a Durham weekend getaway.

City of Toronto
e Martin Goodman Trail bike counter averaging 5,000 cyclists/day since May 7; record
11,000 on May 18 (holiday Monday); FIFA congestion plan showing cycling up 65%,
vehicle traffic down; East Don Trail and Finch Hydro Corridor Trail completing this
summer; printed cycling maps distributed to libraries, community centers, and bike
shops.
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Wellington County
e 7 signature cycling routes; events July - Sept. including Grand River Gravel Ride (Aug
1), Ride to Remember Fergus to Elora (Sept 19), Wellington Roots and Rivers ride (Sept
26 to 27); trail improvements ongoing including Arthur section of West Luther Rail Trail
(widened trailhead, 6 benches, 2 pavilions, bike repair station through private donation).

Waterloo Region
e Kitchener and Waterloo achieved gold bike-friendly status, Cambridge bronze; bike
check returning for street fests; cycling web traffic up; urban cycling blog in progress.

RTO4
e Continuing virtual Cycling Networking sessions (3rd session in May), with participants
now connecting independently. Working with the Elora Cataract Trailway on Google 360
coverage to showcase the trail online; expected to be complete in near future.
Destination Stratford mentioned that Metrolinx is returning to Stratford with daily GO train
service on the GTA line. (Partner provided updates by email.)

Tourism Hamilton
e New “heated rivalry” route launched; print visitor guide returning after ~10 years
(partnered with Metroland/Hamilton Spectator); waterfall destination master plan
approved by council; cycling infrastructure review underway for waterfall trailheads;
Hildegarde going on mat leave soon.

Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocacy (MICA)
e Passage Ride and familiarization tour wrapped up; North Channel Bike Park opened
successfully; planning a skills park and hiring support.

Norfolk County
e Bike racks installed on Ride Norfolk public transit; adaptive mountain bike event held in
May; Turkey Point Mountain Bike Club entering 9th landowner agreement, adding 3 new
trails; club video hit 15,000+ social views, shared by Canadian Cycling Magazine; Clan
Mel Castle named 2026 bike-friendly business.

Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island (TWEPI)
e New cycle tourism map completed including Gordie Howe International Bridge multi-use
pathway connection; awaiting bridge opening; 5 signed loops being implemented for
Great Waterfront Trail Adventure (Aug 10 to 14); Bike Windsor Essex partnering with
Detroit Greenways Coalition on bridge map/guide.
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Cross-Provincial Updates

Destination Ontario
e Campaigns launching in US/Ontario and later Canada; cycling portal overhaul underway;
involved in Ontario—Quebec cycle tourism corridor work; first (for the month) staff bike-
to-work commute held June 4.

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming
e No major updates.

Ontario Cycling Association (Partner unable to attend, update provided by email)
e Share the Road club pilot launched with 7 affiliated clubs; continuing work with
municipalities and tourism partners.

Waterfront Regeneration Trust
e Shared updates from the Canadian Trail Summit; Great Waterfront Trail Adventure
focused on Windsor Essex this year; Hamilton fall cycling/paddling event planned;
several sighage and route expansion projects underway.

Ontario By Bike Updates

Slide Deck: https://www.transportationoptions.org/uploads/1/4/5/0/145035178/obbip ac -
june 22 2026 web presentation.pdf

2026 Cycling in Ontario/Le vélo en Ontario
e 14th annual edition in print
40,000 copies (28.5k in English, 11.5k in French), also available online
46 print partners
Distribution partners: VIC’s, businesses; Canadian Cycling & Vélo Mag
Individual order fulfillment: 1,256 including 7% outside of ON & 5% USA + International
2025 Readers Survey:
o 80% used resources and websites referenced within 2025 guide
o 89% found the guide ‘useful’ or ‘very useful’ when planning a cycling trip in 2025
2027 media kit available October 2026

Marketing & Promotions

e 6 Ontario shows & 3 Quebec shows

e 4 Ontario by Bike Rides each year
o 2 completed: Stratford/St. Marys/Perth & Kingston/Napanee/Wolfe Island
o 2 upcoming: Simcoe County & Wellington County

e 11 blogs published in 2026 so far
o 2025 = 52,500 average views per blog post

e 5 digital newsletter editions in 2026 so far



https://www.transportationoptions.org/uploads/1/4/5/0/145035178/obbip_ac_-_june_22_2026_web_presentation.pdf
https://www.transportationoptions.org/uploads/1/4/5/0/145035178/obbip_ac_-_june_22_2026_web_presentation.pdf

o Over 23,000 subscribers, 56%+ open rate
e OntarioByBike.ca
o 2025 = 334,000 total yearly page views; 38,500 monthly on average

Bicycle Friendly Business Network
e 54 new businesses added year to date in 2026
o 1,700+ certified bicycle friendly businesses across Ontario
e 2026 business award winners announced & featured in monthly e-newsletter
o Canadian Cycling Magazine covered award winners in digital outreach

New Research - Ontario By Bike Bicycle Friendly Business Survey Report 2026
New Research - Ontario Cycle Tourism & Cycling Activity Report 2025

54% of certified businesses reported increased cyclist business over past two years
45% of cyclists visited a certified business in the past two years

Largest cyclist demographic: 45 to 64 years old; slightly more male than female

For the first time, off-road trails (paved & unpaved) overtook road cycling as the
preferred facility type

Preferred ride distance: 46 - 99km

E-bike ownership: 28% own one or more; 16% considering purchase

52% did one or more overnight trips; 65% did three or more day trips including cycling
Accommodation spend: 32% paying over $150/night; cyclists also spend on food,
shopping, cultural sites

e Find both reports and infographic at: TransportationOptions.org/OntarioResearch

VIA Rail
e VIA Rail resumed bike reservations on Ottawa to Quebec City corridor (announced ~1
month ago)
o The Windsor to Toronto to Montreal corridor is still not available.

Assessing your digital promotional assets - Poll Stats
e December survey results: 12 vs. 4 partners found cycling info easy to navigate on their
website

e Half of partners link directly to Ontario by Bike regional pages

e Common website issues flagged:
o Buried trail descriptions with no map links
o ArcGIS maps not usable for general cycling tourists
o Outdated cycling imagery on some municipal sites

Looking Ahead
2027 Ontario By Bike Ride - Host Destination Inquiry

e Interested in guaranteed economic advantages? Tell us why we should host next year’s
ride in your region

6 )
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Ongoing - Destination Renewal Partners for 2026
e Guelph/Wellington; Peterborough & County; City of Kawartha Lakes; Haliburton
Highlands; Durham Region; Chatham Kent; Grey County

2026 Cycling Events
e Let organizers know we have event promotion — free listings, cyclists use
e URL to share & for submission form: ontariobybike.ca/events

Conferences
e Next web conference: Dec. 2026
e Toronto Bicycle Show Fall Blowout: Oct. 2026
e Ontario Bike Summit: Sept. 22-24, 2026 (in Toronto)
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