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Advisory 
Committee 

 
 
Minutes of Discussion Section During Web Conference 

Tuesday, December 2, 2025, 9:00am - 10:30 am 
 
On-Line / In Attendance: 
Lionel Kernerman (TWEPI), Sumer Yalda (County of Essex), Allison Miller (City of London), 
Greg Higginbotham (Niagara’s South Coast), Hildegard Snelgrove (Tourism Hamilton), Ivan 
Balaban (Region of Waterloo, Grand River Transit), Susan Cook-Scheerer (Explore Waterloo 
Region), Karen Mitchell (Regional Tourism Organization 4 - Perth County, Huron County, 
Waterloo Region, and Wellington County), Sonya De Vellis (City of Toronto), Darryl Young 
(York Region), Marina Sharobim (Durham Region), Travis MacIver (Tourism Simcoe County / 
Cycle Simcoe), Kaleena Sanford (Grey County), Emma Hartog (Peterborough County), Angela 
Johnson (Northumberland County), Karina Belanger and Cory Hagen (United Counties of 
Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry/SDG), Shauna Baggs (Cornwall Tourism), Julia Cosentino 
(Ottawa Tourism), Eric Casper (Haliburton Highlands), Ryan Gilbertson (OVTA/Renfrew 
County), Maya Mielonen (Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates/MICA), Ally Drombolis (Tourism 
Thunder Bay), Mike Wozny (Destination Northern Ontario/DNO), Kyle Purdue (Ontario Ministry 
of Transportation/MTO), Josh Wilson (Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming), Justin 
Lafontaine (Destination Ontario/DO). 
 
Regrets:  
Bev Scott (Hamilton Halton Brant/RTO3), Sarah Fox (Visit the County), Rob Plumley (Lennox & 
Addington County), Jennifer McCourt (Discovery Routes), Dave Meyer (WRT) 
 
Ontario By Bike/Transportation Options: Louisa Mursell (Meeting Chair), Peter McMurtry 
(Meeting Admin) 
 
Note: RTO (Regional Tourism Organization) number is used for geographic location reference 
points only, unless otherwise stated. For more information on these geographical boundaries 
visit: www.mtc.gov.on.ca/en/regions/regions.shtml 
 
For a link to meeting minutes, recording and slides plus additional information on past meetings 
and the partnership visit: www.transportationoptions.org/obbip 
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INSERT LINK 
 

Regional Updates 
 
Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island (RTO1) – Lionel Kernerman 

- Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island Updates: 
o Partnership with Federal EcDev Agency for Southern Ontario, Windsor-Detroit 

Bridge Authority, Waterfront Regeneration Trust, Trans Canada Trail, and 
Ontario By Bike, moving forward with binational cycle tourism project, all tied into 
Gordie Howe Intl Bridge. Multiple Deliverables: research, workshops, toolkits, 
mapping, itinerary and route creation, product development, wayfinding signage 

o Bridge opening Spring 2026, with bike lanes 
o Over 110 Businesses certified or recertified as bike friendly businesses this year 
o Will be at consumer shows: Outdoor Adventure Show, Hope in the Land, Toronto 

Sportsman Show 
o Partnering with Waterfront Trust to welcome riders to the region on the annual 

Great Waterfront Trail Adventure, large group cycling tour summer 2026 
o Will be at various popup event activations 

- City of Windsor Updates: 
o Active Transportation Master Plan 

§ Riverside, alternate bikeway underway - 2 way bike lanes have been 
added on Jefferson Blvd, bike crossing, key improvement to Windsor 
Loop Route. Plans to update that route through geomatics 

o Re. Gordie Howe Intl Bridge – Malden Park trail head near the bridge is now 
complete and multi-use paths on Broadway St. surrounding bridge are now 
complete. Will also help cyclists move toward Ojibway Park, still scheduled to 
become a National Urban Park and open in 1.5 years. 

- County of Essex – County Wide Active Transportation System (CWATS).  
o Connects to all 7 municipalities in county 
o CWATS program is main method to encourage active transportation 
o Over 580km of routes, another 15km to be built in 2026. Signed routes, paved 

shoulders, multi-use paths, cycle tracks. 
o Non-infrastructure initiatives,  

§ Bike education and events like Bike Camp Windsor Essex,  
§ Bike Rodeo, community support for bike valets, bike racks at community 

centers 
§ Promoting active transportation at events, sponsor regional tours 
§ Bikes for migrant greenhouse workers 

 
Niagara’s South Coast (RTO2) – Greg Higginbotham 

- Looking at redoing some of the cycling promotional material for Niagara Region 
- Looking to redo print maps, digital resources, some older resources that need to be 

redone, and then put them onto various channels 
- Planning for campaigns for next year, hope to have more info for next meeting 
- Everything is going well in Niagara, picking up the Niagara cycling tourism portfolio, 

seeing what they can do to dedicate more resources to this file 
 
Tourism Hamilton (RTO3) – Hildegard Snelgrove 

- City of Hamilton Active Transportation department is rolling out new signage across 
route and trials, improving visitor experience 
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- Continuing to expand new cycling routes 
- Waterfall Destination Master Plan – a lot of folks will want to cycle to waterfalls, but there 

is no bike parking, or trail doesn’t allow cycling – looking to fill gaps in infrastructure. 
- Tourism Hamilton wants to promote their excellent trails and nature. But they want to 

clearly communicate where cycling is and is not allowed 
 

Region of Waterloo, Grand River Transit (RTO4) – Ivan Balaban  
- Region of Waterloo has a shared micromobility provider, have been working with Neuron 

to provide e-bikes and es-cooters 
o Update for program, they are launching adaptive vehicle program – they have 

purchased two tricycles and two hand cycles, to use across the region 
§ Any customers interesting in renting can on Neuron website 
§ Neuron will deliver to customer location, then customer will let them know 

when they’re done 
§ Launched in mid-June. Pilot and they are hoping to expand in coming 

years 
- Market Trail – connects Waterloo and ION stations to St. Jacobs farms market, majority 

of that trail was completed, is paved and is winter maintained 
o Newly completed 200m stretch that was the last link, connects to multi-use trail 

on less busy street, was previously linking on busy road 
 
Susan Cook-Scheerer (RTO4) – Explore Waterloo Region 

- Congratulates the City of Kitchener for 2025 Active Transportation Achievement Award 
from Transportation Association of Canada, for the city’s downtown cycling grid, making 
it much easier to navigate by bike 

Regional Tourism Organization 4 - Perth County, Huron County, Waterloo Region, and 
Wellington County (RTO4) – Karen Mitchell 

- Started connecting cycling advocacy groups, two meetings so far 
- They reached out to Destination Marketing Orgs (DMOs) for updates 
- City of Guelph Updates 

o They have had a lot of new cycling infrastructure put in, 2.7km which includes 
protected infrastructure, cycle tracks and buffered bike lanes. 

o This past summer, hosted Great Waterfront Trail Adventure for the first time 
o Working on City-wide Wayfinding strategy, going to council 2026 

- Centre Wellington Updates 
o Improvements on Trestle Bridge 
o Realignment of Elora Cataract Trail through Fergus to make it more visitor 

friendly 
o Second annual bike festival called BeSpoke, in January 2026 – includes bike 

repair, donating repaired bicycles 
- Wellington County Updates 

o 7 Signature Cycling Routes released last year, developed with help from Ontario 
By Bike/Transportation Options 

o Rural Romp, returning for second year – Sept 27, 2026 – added self guided 
cycling experience 

o Water Cycles – previously hosted Bikes and Blues Festival, took break in 2025, 
and coming back in 2026 – cycling event/race in August ride in Belwood  

 
City of Toronto (RTO5) – Sonya De Vellis 
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- New park opened in summer – Biidaasige Park, in Portlands, new network of multi-use 
trails, play sculptures in the park, large redevelopment area, connects to Waterfront 
Trail, great place to explore by bike or on foot 

- Toronto BikeShare – 1.8million trips in 2025, record trips in history since launch in 2011. 
Expanded to all 25 wards, 20% of fleet is electrified 

- Major East-West corridor cycle track upgrades completed – along Harbord and Hoskin 
Avenue, connects to retail, major universitas, parks, transit 

- This month going to council, proposing 20km of new bikeways for installation, trail 
connections, quiet on street cycling roues, and one major corridor along Kingston Rd.  

o Working hard to comply with provincial legislation, been a challenging year to 
push projects forward and work around Bill 212. Significant achievement for 
team. 

- Trail updates 
o Work progressing on Phase 1 of East Don Trail – Pedestrian and cycling tunnel 

that runs under CN Rail Line 
o Accessible connection from Don Mills Rd to Lower Don Rec Trail 
o 1.6km finch corridor trail extension 

- In 2026, major focus will be on FIFA and to encourage people to cycle and not drive to 
games 

o Updating wayfinding signage, and route planning signage to improve visitor 
experience 

o Additional bike parking around Exhibition Place and along waterfront, planning 
for popular routes to games 

- West Toronto Rail Path extension is planned to begin in 2026 
- Meadoway in Gatineau Hydro Corridor – work still in progress 
- 2026 Cycling Map coming in Spring 2026, all new trails and routes, found at libraries, 

communities centres and Destination Ontario visitor centres. Printing 60k maps, they go 
quiet quickly 

 
York Region (RTO6) – Darryl Young 

- Just in time for cycling season 2025 they released promo trails video 
- 2026 website updates 
- Updating Cycling Map, reaching out to other interested parties in regards to tourism 
- Bike Month – promoting commuter cycling and recreational cycling 
- Updating Wayfinding on Lake to Lake Route, from Lake Ontario to Lake Simcoe 
- Looking for to approvals for South York Greenway designs 

 
Durham Region (RTO6) – Marina Sharobim 

- Bicycle Parking Guidelines – advancing, guidelines are on track for completion in March 
2026 

- Ride for the Ridge – working with Lakeridge Health to promote their event, and working 
with other groups to support cycling across region 

- Durham Tourism Updates: 
o Updates to recreational cycling loops, connect to downtown amenities 
o Work with northern municipalities – installing wayfinding signage along 

recreational routes in their regions as priority, planning to have these in the 
ground in spring or early summer 2026 

 
Tourism Simcoe County / Cycle Simcoe (RTO7) – Travis MacIver 

- Distributed just over combined 24k of three regional maps, 10k of Simcoe Loop Trail, 
across Canada and US, Ontario and Quebec 
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- 2025 was most successful year of shirt campaign, ‘I rode the Simcoe County Loop Trail’ 
shirts - 550 shirts distributed to date. People who ride it, post on social media or contact 
them. Great organic campaign that grows.  

- 2 Promotional campaigns – targeting major population centres in Quebec market, 
targeting construction holiday, Quebec visits spiked. Also targeted Ontario market which 
was also successful 

- Pilot Project – E-bike charging program across Loop Trail 
o Installed charging stations, wayfinding signage, and promotional videos, gearing 

up to promote in 2026. 
- Re-audited the Simcoe Loop Trail for signage and pain points/gaps 
- Replaced 56 signs, plan in two years to do full replacement, aligned with RTO7 

wayfinding specs 
- BCRY Trail – Connects Collingwood to Angus, new trail extension to Angus, closer to 

completing connection from Collingwood to Barrie. Once fully completed, trails would 
connect from Barrie to Owen Sound 

 
Grey County (RTO7) – Kaleena Sanford 

- New Cycling Map, wanting to re-engage with cycling, how we can bring this up as 
tourism product development in next three years, they are taking a break currently from 
promoting cycling 

Peterborough County (RTO8) – Emma Hartog 
- No updates, first time attending 

Northumberland County (RTO8) – Angela Johnson 
- No updates, taking notes and gathering ideas 

United Counties of Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry/SDG (RTO9) – Karina Belanger and 
Cory Hagen  

- Destination Canada Cycling Corridor Project 
o Project that is building on world-class cycling experience, connecting great 

cycling in Eastern Ontario and Western Quebec 
o A massive project and incredible opportunity for SDG Counties and Cornwall. 
o Strategy and Vision presentation will be shared Dec 11 by RTO9 
o Various Working Groups have been set up 

§ Investment and Infrastructure – capacity building 
§ Development Committee – discussing methods for marketing,  

 
Cornwall Tourism (RTO9) – Shauna Baggs 

- Excited about being included in Destination Canada Corridor Project 
- Everyone is invited to attend Dec 11 meeting, when Strategy and Vision will be shared 

 
Ottawa Tourism (RTO10) – Julia Cosentino  

- Not many cycling updates, but usual summer road closures for NCC Weekend Bike 
Days, bike rentals available 

- 2026 will be a big year for their destination, 200th Anniversary of Ottawa, or Bytown as it 
was originally called 

 
Haliburton Highlands (RTO11) – Eric Casper 

- Bike Hub established in old Caboose - located next to Ride Share bikes, and rail trail 
- Improvements have been made to rail trail 
- Wayfinding signage is in the works, 2026 will be the first year they get going on physical 

signs for tourism items 
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Manitoulin Island Cycling Advocates (MICA) (RTO13a) – Maya Mielonen 

- Annual Passage Ride, group cycling event, scheduled for June 6 and 7 – 2026 route 
going toward westerly end of the island, which is new. Split Rail Brewing and Manitoulin 
Brewing are destinations. Nice ride and comradery, it is a flagship fundraiser to have 
core funding for organization and make it possible to apply to grants. 

- Renewing all Trailhead signs, partnership Escarpment Biosphere. New trailheads at 8 
locations, will also feature 14 beautiful hiking trails. Cyclists also like to hike. 

- Manitoulin Outdoor Digital Museum – Over 100 stories, you read them or listen, when on 
island or from your home.  

- Cyclists can book guided, supported cycling tours in June and September, or cyclists 
can do self-guided cycling trip, info on website 

- Renewed cycling map, printed 4,000. Send them all over the world. Will also be at the 
Outdoor Adventure Show in 2026 

- Had an E-bike rental fleet of 6 bikes. Sold E-bike fleet to get them out into the 
community, had a purchase offer. Had a 14.5% return on investment from purchasing 
and renting e-bikes, if you don’t count insurance.  

- Building a Mountain Bike Park – 5km of new trails – ‘Drop In, Ride, Repeat’ 
o Short runs on the Niagara Escarpment 
o Grand opening June 13 for Bike Park, from then on it will be open according to 

website 
o Part of great Northern Ontario mountain bike scene – excited about a growing 

network of road-trip worthy mountain biking  
 
Tourism Thunder Bay (RTO13c)– Ally Drombolis 

- Hosted two successful cycling events 
o Second time hosting XCM Championships at Trowbridge Forest 
o Shuniah Miner, bike race and festival 
o Hosted XTERRA Sleeping Giant Triathlon  

- Trail and Product Development 
o New rec trail network along Central Ave, connecting inner city, expected to be 

done this December 2025, part of larger $2.2 million contract that is designed to 
improve active transportation across city, sidewalks, multi-use trails, and other 
works 

- Marketing 
o Year to date – Thunder Bay cycling webpage had over 7500 views, increase of 

about 41% in visitation, highlights rising interest in cycling and trail based content 
 
Destination Northern Ontario/DNO (RTO13) – Mike Wozny  

- DNO continues to support Ontario By Bike, appreciate the work that they do 
- Sponsor for Waterfront Regeneration Trust (WRT) for partner strategy meeting in 

October 
- WRT looking at development 5 year strategy and plan 
- Continuing to implement community linkages with drive and ride itineraries – from Sault 

Ste. Marie to Thunder Bay, currently 5 itineraries 
- Sault Ste. Marie – awarded to host Canadian XCM MTB championships, cross-country 

mountain biking national championships. Sault Ste. Marie has a 65km course, marathon 
mountain biking course.  
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Cross-Provincial Updates 
 
Share the Road Cycling Coalition – Update provided by Louisa Mursell, Ontario By Bike 

- Share the Road is looking to hire a new Executive Director 

Waterfront Regeneration Trust (WRT) 
- Dave Meyer from WRT sends his regrets 
- From Louisa Mursell (Ontario By Bike): WRT Partners meeting where they shared 

accomplishments for 30 years, great to connect with all the partners. Congratulations to 
our partners at WRT for all their accomplishments 

 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO) – Kyle Purdue  

- Attended meeting but had to leave meeting early 
- Update from Kyle Purdue from meeting chat: MTO is continue working on Province Wide 

Cycling Network, especially MTO portion of network 
 
Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming – Josh Wilson 

- Thanks Tourism Thunder Bay, for hosting Northern Ontario Tourism Summit 
- They’ve had trails legislation from Ministry of Sport for just over a year - they are meeting 

with other departments to centralize and coordinate trails initiatives, also collect 
stakeholder requests/info 

 
Destination Ontario (DO) – Justin Lafontaine 

- Justin is relatively new in role, Partnerships Lead 
- Congratulate Ontario By Bike and all partners on an impactful year, looking to continue 

to promote cycle tourism 
- Destination Ontario is provincial marketing organization for tourism 
- They met with partners last month on how to elevate cycle tourism 

o Elevate cycling content on portal 
o They talked about updating content on DestinationOntario.com, increase profile 

of Ontario By Bike, they have sustainable travel page, including Ontario By Bike 
as example within that 

o DO work to amplify social media posts, support media fam tours 
o Supporting Ontario By Bike at some shows, and with OTIC staff to support 
o Talked about opportunities through Broadcast Program 

- Marketing colleagues have given shout out to Northern Ontario, in particular Sault Ste. 
Marie, great job promoting cycling this year, mountain bike trails, Destination Ontario 
was able to leverage mountain bike footage in U.S. Campaigns 

- Province is seeing increase in international arrivals, in particular UK and Germany – 
great opportunity to work together with those markets, large markets interested in 
outdoor travel 

- Ontario By Bike helped promote WeStand ad – 625k impressions, more than 7k ad 
clicks. Another ad promoting Niagara cycling– 600k impressions, more than 7k ad clicks 

- DO.com – cycling is noted 135 times in various articles, Ontario By Bike is mentioned 
918 times 

- If partners want to connect with Destination Ontario, Justin is going to post link to 
corporate website 

o Intake Forms – can share info about tourism businesses and tourism events, 
goes to DO, they curate it and it goes out to social posts, website.  

o Link: www.destinationontario.com/en-ca/corporate/working-with-us 
- Launched Free Insights Portal – data hub that you can sign up for – updated monthly, 

webinar every month. Link: www.doinsights.crg.ca/en-ca 

http://www.destinationontario.com/en-ca/corporate/working-with-us
https://doinsights.crg.ca/en-ca
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- Recently formed sustainability leadership circle, amplifying sustainable tourism 
- Coming up in May – Rendezvous Canada – tourism trade event – up to 1400 delegates, 

partnering with Toronto BikeShare to encourage them to get to event by bike 
- AI – Consider that majority of folks are using AI to plan trips, partners should think about 

how your websites are AI optimized, how AI is drawing info from your website. Within a 
year from now capabilities will be greater. 

 

ONTARIO BY BIKE UPDATES  

Also see slide deck at:  
https://www.transportationoptions.org/uploads/1/4/5/0/145035178/obbip_ac_-
_dec_2_2025_web_presentation.pdf  
 
2025 & 2026 Reaching & Engaging Cyclists 
 
2026 Cycling in Ontario/Le vélo en Ontario 
• 14th annual print edition in production 
• Exciting new content & articles - development underway 
• Sales closed mid Nov, print available end of February 2026  
• Many return and valued partners, plus some new  

 
2025 – 13th Annual Edition  
• 87,000+ total readers - print & digital - estimated, 40,000 printed in both English and 

French 
• 2025 Readers Survey: 

• 80% visited websites and used resources referenced in 2025 guide	
• 89% found the guide ‘useful’ or ‘very useful’ when planning a cycling trip in 2025	

 
2026 Digital & Show Partnerships 
• Some digital partnerships still available for digital ads in 2026 
• Minimum of 4 Ontario shows, and/or Quebec - Montreal Bike Show 

o If interested request our 2026 media kit 
 
• 52,500 average views per blog content - 14 blogs posted 
• 707,000 total content views on social media 
• 334,000 total yearly page views, 38,500 monthly on average - OntarioByBike.ca 
• 16,560 subscribers to popular monthly consumer e-newsletter 
• 5 Ontario display & promotional shows/events, and 1 in Montreal - attended, meeting 

thousands of cyclists 
• Other partnered promotions: Destination Ontario content promotion; Attractions Ontario 

publications; South Eastern Ontario cycling giveaway contest 
 

Ontario By Bike Rides 2025 
• 139 cyclists on 4 Ontario By Bike Rides - coordinated, booked and hosted, weekend long 

package tour events in destinations around Ontario 
• Ride destinations included: Niagara; Lanark; Sarnia Lambton; Caledon Brampton  
•  Legacy Itineraries at: www.OntarioByBike.ca/Itineraries   
•  South Georgian Bay Cycling Adventure Tour – for Georgian Bay Aspiring Geopark – 

helped develop, book, logistical support – 7 days/11 cyclists – High end tour 

https://www.transportationoptions.org/uploads/1/4/5/0/145035178/obbip_ac_-_dec_2_2025_web_presentation.pdf
https://www.transportationoptions.org/uploads/1/4/5/0/145035178/obbip_ac_-_dec_2_2025_web_presentation.pdf
http://www.ontariobybike.ca/blog
http://www.ontariobybike.ca/
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/bike-media/e-newsletter-archive/
http://www.ontariobybike.ca/rides
http://www.ontariobybike.ca/Itineraries
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For Industry Partners & Ontario By Bike Certified Businesses 
 
• 120 new businesses certified as bicycle friendly by Ontario By Bike to date in 2025, making 

total across Ontario – 1,697 
• 10 webinars & 2 in person workshop for 320 registered attendees 
• 2 Ontario By Bike Industry Partnership Advisory Committee web conferences 
• Completed deliverables for 2025 to 2027 - Destination Renewal Partners: Waterloo Region; 

City of London; Hastings & Frontenac Counties; Sarnia Lambton County; Brantford/Brant; 
Norfolk County; Ottawa; Tourism Windsor Essex Pelee Island; Niagara 

• For Destination Renewal Partners - updated business listings to ensure all current, which 
included removing a number no longer operating 

• Completed a number of consulting projects for destinations around Ontario 
• Attended, represented and presented at a number of industry meetings 

And so much more... 
 
2026 Looking Ahead - Ontario By Bike 
 

2026 Marketing Partnerships 
• 50 partners to be featured – print/shows/digital 
• Digital & shows partnerships - still a few available 

 
2026 Cycling Events 
• Promote to event organizers in region – free listings, cyclists use 
• Submit 2026 cycling events now and as dates announced 
• 107 cycling events listed in 2025 
• URL to share & for submission form: www.ontariobybike.ca/events  

 
Destination Renewal Partners for 2026 
• Guelph/Wellington; Peterborough & County; City of Kawartha Lakes; Haliburton 

Highlands; Durham Region; Chatham Kent; Grey County 
o Outreach opportunity and webinars 

 
Industry Enews 
• Stay in touch - ensure subscribed to updated database, over 2,500 industry contacts 
• Sent 2x annually – March and November 
• Archive & Subscribe: www.ontariobybike.ca/industryenews  

 
2026 Best Bicycle Friendly Business Awards 
• Nominations for 2026 awards open in January 
• Winners in all 13 tourism regions 
• Promote to certified businesses 

Conferences 
• Next web conference June 2026 
• In person Cycle Tourism Canada conference not likely for 2026 
 

Toronto Bicycle Show 
• Spring and Fall 2026 - status unknown. Update Dec 15 – Spring Bike Show dates set: 

March 6/7/8 in downtown Toronto, Exhibition Place 
• Show is for sale 

 
Partner Product Development 

https://www.ontariobybike.ca/ontario-cycling-map/all-bicycle-friendly-businesses/
http://www.transportationoptions.org/obbip
http://www.ontariobybike.ca/events
http://www.ontariobybike.ca/industryenews
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• Eastern Ontario Rail Trail Loop Project 
• Ontario Quebec Cycling Corridor Project 

 
Cycling Product & Promotions Assessments 
• Assisting partners in developing new and making  

improvements to existing 
• See in meeting - Quick Quiz/Web Poll 

 
2023 - Stats Canada Data Available (New) 
Cycle Tourism in Ontario 
 
In 2023, Visitor Numbers and Spend: 
 

• 1.5 million cycling visits in Ontario, representing 1.2% of total visits in Ontario  
• Spent $532 million accounting for 1.5% of total visitor spending in Ontario 
• Largest spending categories (in order) are accommodations,  

food & beverage, transportation 
 
Cycle tourists spend more & stay longer in Ontario! 
 

• $356/trip vs. $206/trip (non-cyclists) 
• Same-day visitors $135/trip vs. $110/trip (non-cyclists) 
• 3.5 nights vs. 2.7 nights (non-cyclists) 
• 69% of cycling visits were overnight visits (compared to 36% of total visits non-cyclists)  

 
2023 Destination - Cycling Visits by Region  
(SEE SLIDES FOR GRAPH) 
 
YOY Destination - Cycling Visits by Region  
(SEE SLIDES FOR GRAPH) 
 
Ontario By Bike & Other 2025/2026 Research 
 
All research available at: www.transportationoptions.org/research  
 
International: Cycling Tourism in Australia (2025) 

• A detailed report plus summary infographic  
• Value of visitors whose trips included cycling spent $6 billion AUD in 2024  
• Report also details the spend, length of stay, origin and type of cycling 
• Also new MTB study - "fastest-growing tourism segments in regional 

Australia,” estimates cycle tourism contributes $1 billion annually to visitor economy 
 
OBB Business Survey:  

• Industry: Sent to all Ontario By Bike certified bicycle friendly businesses - Fall 2025 
• Currently open 6% response rate 
• Report will be available 2026 

 
Consumer/Cyclists Survey:  
2025 Cycling & Cycle Tourism in Ontario 
 

• Widely shared Cycling & Cycle Tourism survey, issued October 2025, >1,000 responses 

http://www.transportationoptions.org/research
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• 2025 survey will build on past data sets, update most recent past report (2023) and 
enable us to create a useful report for all 

 
Initial Insight 

• 84% increased of did the same amount of amount of cycling as in past 2 years 
• 39% are cyclists year round 
• 28% already own e-bikes, 16% consider purchasing one 
• 52% did one or more overnight trips that included cycling in 2025  
• 65% did three or more day trips that included cycling in 2025  
• 44% visited one or more Ontario By Bike certified business in past 2 years 
• 41% participated in 2 or more cycling events in 2025 
• Information Sources Used While Planning - Most used resources in order were: 

recommendations from friends/family; digital cycling maps; Ontario By Bike website; 
other websites followed by events & tours, print cycling maps 

• During a cycling trip or outing Smartphone apps, GPS, Google Maps used more often 
than wayfinding signage and print maps 

• More to come including: spend by category; accommodation preferences; events; 
type of cycling… 

• New research report will be available in 2026 
 
OBBIP Advisory Committee – June Web Poll & Quiz Results 
(SEE SLIDES FOR SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESPONSES FROM JUNE MEETING) 
 
QUICK QUIZ/WEB POLL FOR MEETING ATTENDEES: 
About the digital promotion of cycle tourism in your destination/region 
 
QUESTIONS:  

1. Is info about cycling and cycle tourism easily navigable to on tourism and/or municipal 
websites/pages? 

2. Does it include a promotional description of and link direct to OBB certified bicycle 
friendly businesses? (And the Great Places to Cycle webpages?) 

3. Does it include info on cycling routes and loops in region with both descriptive lure text 
as well as digital route links?  

4. Are there engaging and relatively new images (or video) on your webpages and used 
elsewhere that promote cycling and cycle tourism in region? 

 
WEB POLL RESULTS ON NEXT PAGE 
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Web Poll Results

 
 

 
End of meeting minutes 


